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When  old-timers  get  together  the 
one  subject  which  inevitably  comes 
up  is  present  day  prices  and  the  rare 
items  which  they  let  go  for  a song. 

This  always  brings  to  mind  the  old 
adage  - "If  our  hindsight  was  as  good 
as  our  foresight  we  would  all  be  rich. 

I can  remember  back  in  1938  when 
they  were  bemoaning  the  fact  that 
they  had  not  purchased  1856  Flying 
Eagle  Cents  when  they  were  selling 
for  $10.00  and  $12.00.  Or  Grant 
Stars  at  $2.50,  etcetera.  At  that 
time  $6.00  would  buy  a 1936  Proof 
Set  and  I was  selling  nice  $3.00  Gold 
pieces  at  $7.50. 

In  1946  they  all  realized  they  should 
have  bought  the  rare  mint  mark 
Buffalo  Nickels  and  Standing  Liberty 
Quarters  and  Half  Dollars . At  that 
time  the  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar  was 
selling  for  $30.00,  the  1938  Boone 
Sets  at  $65.00  and  Proof  Trade  Dol- 
lars were  $15.00  or  less.  The  1949 
Dimes  and  Half  Dollars  had  not  been 
struck  and  the  1950  Proof  Sets  not 
even  thought  of!  Oh  yes!  1936  Proof 
Sets  were  up  to  $50.00! 

Now  - ten  years  later,  we  are  hear- 
ing the  same  tune,  only  with  differ- 
ent words.  Let's  face  it!  There  are 
just  as  many  opportunities  for  the 
collector  or  investor  today  as  there 
were  ten,  twenty,  or  even  fifty  years 
ago!  The  big  difference  is  to  recog- 
nize them  and  do  something  about  it 
instead  of  waiting  until  the  opportuni- 
ty has  passed.  Today  is  "the  good 
old  times”  we  will  be  talking  about 
ten  and  twenty  years  from  now ! 


ALBANIA,  Ahmed  Zogu  (Pres.) 

100  Franka  1926.  Two  stars 
under  bust.  CW-1.  (Cats.  100. 00) 
Uncirculated $75.00 

AUSTRIA,  Franz  Joseph,  100  Corona 
1915.  Bearded  bare  head.  CW-2. 
(Cats.  85.00)  Proof. 60.00 

CHILE,  100  Pesos  1952.  Female 
bust.  CW-4 . Br.  Unc 35.00 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA,  4 Ducats  1928. 
Comm.  10th  anniv.  of  Republic. 

Saint  and  Knight  over  Arms/Saint 
guiding  plow  drawn  by  demon . 

CW-1.  Uncirculated 65,00 

--  10  Ducats  1933.  Lion  on 
shield/St.  Wenzeslaus  on  horse. 
CW-5.  Uncirculated 125.00 

EGYPT,  Nasser,  500  Piastres, 

(L  5)  1955.  Comm,  rebellion. 
Modernistic  bowman  in  quadriga/ 
Date,  value  and  inscription.  Very 
rare.  Proof 195.00 

ETHIOPIA,  Haile  Selasse  I,  One 
Talari  or  5 Pounds  1930.  Crowned 
bust  In  regal  attire  /Symbolic  arms. 
Crowned  Lion  of  Judah,  etc.  Very 


rare.  Brill.  Proof 275.00 

FRANCE,  Napoleon  HI,  100  Francs 
1855.  Bearded  bare  head. 

V.  Fine  plus 75.00 


--  Republic,  100  Francs  1905. 
Dupre  design . CW- 1 . Ab .Unc . 87 .50 

GREAT  BRITAIN,  George  II,  5 
Guineas  1748.  Laureated  bust. 

Fine-  V.  Fine 135.00 

--  Edward  VII,  Coronation  Set, 

5,  2,  1,  1/2  Pounds  1902.  Bearded 
head.  Matt  Proofs,  4 pc  set.  .185.00 


GREAT  BRITAIN,  Edward  VIII, 
Abdication  Medal  1936  ( 5 Pound 
size  ).  Crowned  bust  and  title  as 
King/I  nsc . in  wreath . Matt 
Proof,  rare 90.00 

LIECHTENSTEIN,  Franz  Joseph 
and  Gina,  100  Franken  1952. 
Conjugated  busts  . Unc 95.00 


NEWFOUNDLAND 
COMPLETE  $2.00  GOLD  SET 

1865  through  1888,  8 pieces  in- 
cluding the  extremely  rare  1880 
which  alone  has  been  bringing  over 
$500.00  at  recent  sales.  There 
were  10,000  or  less  of  the  other 
dates  struck.  This  rare  and 
attractive  set  in  Uncirculated  con- 
dition, mounted  in  a lettered  plastic 
holder . 

Reasonably  priced  at  - $695.00 


PERU,  100  Sols  - 5 Pounds,  1951. 
Female  seated  and  figures  sym- 


bolic of  Liberty.  Proof 90.00 

SARDINIA,  Charles  Albert, 

100  Lire  1834.  Bust  of  King. 

V.  Fine 60.00 

SAUDI  ARABIA,  Gold  disc  - 4 
Sovereigns  1945.  Struck  at 
Phila.  Mint.  CW-13.  Very  rare. 

Ext.  Fine 187.50 

TURKEY,  Delux  500  Piastres  1876. 


Tougra  over  crossed  arms  inside 
ornamental  design/Date,  value 
and  inscription.  A large  45  MM 
coin.  Ext.  Fine 135.00 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  DUCAT 


FOREIGN  GOLD  COINS 


Everyone  has  heard  of  the  gold  coin 
called  a Ducat  and  most  collectors  of 
Foreign  coins  either  own  one  of  these 
little  gold  pieces  or  have  seen  them  in 
dealers ' trays . 

Ducats  are  thin  gold  coins  about  the 
size  of  a Nickel,  weighing  approxi- 
mately three -and- a- half  grams,  and 
containing  about  $4 . 00  worth  of  gold 
at  the  present  market  price . 

They  come  from  hundreds  of  coun- 
tries all  over  the  world,  though  pri- 
marily from  Europe,  and  the  bulk  of 
them  was  issued  between  1400  and 
1800.  Some  were  issued  as  late  as 
the  1940's,  such  as  the  Dutch  Trade 
Ducats;  and  the  Vienna  Mint  is  still 
issuing  the  old  Franz  Joseph  Ducats 
with  the  perennial  date  1915  as  a 
trade  coin. 

The  first  Ducat  was  made  in  Venice, 
Italy.  It  was  originally  called  a 
Zecchino,  from  the  word  Zecca  mean- 
ing mint  in  Italian,  which  was  the 
building  in  Venice  where  the  coins 
were  struck. 

The  Turks  soon  copied  the  weight 
and  fineness,  but  not  the  design,  of 
the  Venetian  Ducat  and  they  called  it 
a Sequin.  Our  modern  word  sequin 
refers  to  the  gold  coins  used  by  the 
Turks  to  adorn  their  women's  cloth- 
ing. 

The  Venetian  Ducat  or  Zecchino  had 
the  picture  of  a kneeling  Doge  or  city 
ruler  before  St.  Mark  on  one  side, 
and  the  standing  Christ  on  the  other 
side.  Around  the  figure  of  Christ  a 
long  inscription  of  religious  nature 
started  with  the  Latin  words  ISTE 
DUCATUS. . . . meaning  "This 
realm.”  The  word  DUCATUS,  plainly 
visible  on  the  coin,  was  soon  used  to 
name  the  actual  piece  of  gold . Spelled 
with  a K in  Germany,  it  became  the 
principal  gold  piece  of  Europe  for  four 
centuries  and  was  replaced  only  when 
the  metric  system  brought  in  the  gold 
Franc.  Even  then  many  countries 
continued  to  issue  trade  Ducats  on  the 
side. 

The  value  of  a Ducat  varies  com- 
pletely according  to  country,  period 
and  appearance,  some  being  available 
for  as  little  as  $7 . 50  and  some  run- 
ning into  hundreds  of  dollars . 

On  the  Dutch,  Belgium,  and  some 
Italian  Ducats,  the  word  DUCAT  is 
plainly  visible  as  denomination,  al- 
though most  Ducats  do  not  bear  that 
word,  it  being  understood  by  the  people 
that  the  coin  was  indeed  a Ducat,  by 

its  weight  and  size.  „ ,,  . 

- Hans  Holzer 


ALBANIA,  20  Franka  1927.  Bust  of 


Skanderbegu.  CW-4.  Unc. ...$ 12.50 
--  Zog  I,  20  Francs  1937.  Head/ 
Arms,  28. XI.  1912,1937.  CW-26. 

Uncirculated 25.00 

AUSTRALIA,  Victoria,  Sovereign 
1870.  Sydney  Mint.  V.Fine...  15.00 
--  --  Sovereign  1877.  Melbourne 

Mint.  V.  Fine 15.00 

AUSTRIA  , Franz  Joseph,  Ducat  1898, 

Proof 12.50 

--  Ducat  1915.  Br.  Proof. ...  8.00 
--  100  Schillings  1927.  Unc..  37.50 
--  100  Schillings  1934.  CW-3 
Proof 35.00 

BELGIUM,  Leopold  II,  20  Francs. 

Uncirculated 13.75 

--  Albert  I,  20  Francs.  CW-11 

Legend  in  French.  Unc 18.50 

--  Albert  I (Koning),  20  Francs. 
CW-11  i Legend  in  Flemish. 
Uncirculated 20.00 

BRAZIL,  Peter  II,  20  Milreis  1851. 
Robed  bust,  4th  type.  X. Fine.  .65.00 

BULGARIA,  Gerdinand,  20  Leva. 


Ext.  Fine 20.00 

--  10  Levas.  V.  Fine 15.00 

CHILE,  50  Pesos.  CW-5.  Unc.  18.50 


CHINA,  (Yunnan  Province)  $5.00 
Gold  1919.  Bust  T'ang  Chi-Yao. 
Crossed  flags.  CW-20.  Scarce. 
Uncirculated 45.00 

COSTA  RICA,  1/2  Escudo  1847. 


Lion  stamped  on  either  side.  Very 
rare.  V.  Fine 15.00 

DENMARK,  Christian  IX,  10  Kroner, 


1900.  Uncirculated 9.00 

--  Frederick  VIII,  20  Kroner  1908. 

Uncirculated 17.50 

--  Christian  X,  20  Kroner  1914. 
CW-15.  Uncirculated 17.50 

ECUADOR,  1 Condor  1928.  Bust 
of  Bolivar.  CW-1,  Rare. Unc.  .45.00 
ENGLAND,  George  III . Spade  Guinea 
1792  . V.  Fine 17.50 

ETHIOPIA,  1 Wark  1916.  Bust  of 
Menelik/Lion  and  banner.  Rare. 

Uncirculated 75.00 

--  1/2  Wark  1916.  Unc 40.00 

FRANCE,  20  Francs  1806. Napoleon 

as  Emperor.  V.  Fine 17.50 

--  20  Francs  1813.  Laureated  head 

of  Napoleon  I.  V.  Fine 17.50 

--  Louis  Phillippe,  40  Francs  1836. 

V.  Fine 30.00 

--  50  Francs  1859.  Bare  head  of 
Napoleon  III.  BB  Mint.  Unc. ..  40.00 
--  Napoleon  III,  20  Francs  1864. 
Uncirculated 18.50 


FRANCE,  20  Francs  1905. 

Chaplain  type . CW-3.  Abt. 

Uncirculated  12.50 

--  100  Francs  1936.  Bazortype. 

CW-  5 . Uncirculated 32.50 

GREECE,  Prince  Otto,  20  Drachmai 

1833.  Abt.  Unc 25.00 

--  George  I,  10  Drachmai  1876. 

V.  Fine 12.50 

--  --  20  Drachmai  1884. 

About  Uncirculated 15.00 

HUNGARY,  10  Korona.  Unc. . . 9.00 

INDIA,  Kerala  State,  Rasi.  Over 
1, 000  years  old.  V.  Fine....  3.50 
--  Mohur  1820.  Native  inscription 
on  either  side . Ext.  Fine....  25.00 
--  5 Rupees  1879.  Crowned  bust 
Empress  Victoria.  Br. Proof..  30.00 
--  10  Rupees  1879.  Crowned  bust 
Empress  Victoria.  Br. Proof. . 45.00 
--  1/3  Mohur  1902.  (Gwalior) 

Bust  of  Madho  Rao  III.  CW-1. 

Ext.  rare.  Uncirculated...  125.00 

IRAN,  1/2  Pahlevi  1944.  CW-2 

Uncirculated 9.00 

--  1 Pahlevi  (Pound)  1950.  Shah's 
head/Lion.  Unc 25.00 

ITALY,  20  Lire  1814.  Napoleon 
as  Emperor.  Scarce.  V.F...  20.00 

--  40  Lire  1814.  Napoleon  as 

Emperor.  V.  Fine 27.50 

--  Savoy,  20  Lire  1859.  Bust  of 

Emanuel  II.  V.  Fine 12.50 

--  Emanuel  II,  20  Lire  1863. 

Abt.  Uncirculated 13.75 

--  20  Lire  1873.  Ext.  Fine ..  12. 50 

--  Umberto  I,  20  Lire  1882. 

Abt.  Uncirculated 13.75 

--  Emanuel  III,  20  Lire  1905. 

CW-2.  Uncirculated 18.50 

--  50  Lire  1931.  CW- 12.  Unc.  .17.50 

JAPAN,  2 Yen  1870.  Br.Unc 17.50 

--  5 Yen  1874,  Meiji  1868-1912. 
Dragon/Sun  and  two  banners. 

Abt.  Uncirculated 35.00 

--  20  Yen  (1911),  Meiji  Era, 

Year  44.  CW-1.  Unc 50.00 

--  20  Yen  1918.  Taisho  Era. 

CW-13.  Uncirculated 50.00 

LIECHTENSTEIN,  20  Francs  1930. 
Military  bust  Franz  Joseph.  Rare. 

Uncirculated 45.00 

--  10  Francs  1930.  Military  bust 

Franz  Joseph.  Rare.  Unc 25.00 

--  Franz  Joseph  II,  20  Franken 

1946.  CW-10.  Unc 20.00 

--  --  10  Franken  1946.  CW-11. 

Uncirculated 12.50 

--  50  Franken  1956.  Busts  Franz 
Joseph  and  Gina.  Unc 25.00 


Satci^actixut  c^ua/iante^d  osi  ifovn,  mo-tiey  bacJz 


FOREIGN  GOLD  COINS 


LIECHTENSTEIN,  25  Franken 


1956.  Busts  Franz  Joseph  and 
Gina.  Unc 15.00 

LUXEMBOURG,  20  Francs  1953. 

Bust  of  Princes . Unc 18.50 


MARTINIQUE,  6,400  Reis, 

Abt.  1897.  Necessity  coinage . 

Very  rare.  Ext.  Fine 100.00 

MEXICO,  Guadalupe,  Round  religious 
medal  1784.  Radiated  figure/Star 

in  center  of  rays . Unc 50.00 

--  --  Oval  religious  medal  1804. 
Radiated  figure  of  Saint  standing/Star 
in  center  of  rays . Unc 42.50 

MONACO,  Rainier  III,  100  Francs, 
1956.  Only  200  issued.  Unc. . 50.00 

NETHERLANDS,  Ducat  1803. 

Uncirculated 12.50 

--  10  Guilders  1875.  Abt. Unc.  15.00 
--  10  Guilders  1897.  Child's  head, 

flowing  hair.  Unc 12.50 

--  10  Guilders  1898 . Coronet 

type.  Abt.  Unc 15.00 

--  10  Guilders  1912.  Ex. Fine.  12.50 
--  10  Guilders  1932.  Ex. Fine.  12.50 

NETHERLANDS  EAST  INDIES,  Ducat 

1927.  CW-1.  Unc 12.50 

NORWAY,  Haakon  VII,  20  Kroner 
1910.  Crowned  bust  right/St.  Olf 

standing.  CW-11.  Unc 42.50 

--  --  10  Kroner  1910.  CW-12. 
Uncirculated 22.50 

PAPAL  STATES,  Pope  Pius  XI, 

100  Lire  1933-34.  Large  size. 

Rare . Uncirculated 50.00 


PERSIA,  Ahmed  Shah,  Toman  1920. 


Bust  facing.  CW-48.  Unc 9.00 

POLAND,  St^uiislaus  Augustus, 

Ducat  1791.  Bust  right/Date  and 
inscription  in  wreath.  Rare. 

Ext.  Fine 35.00 

--  Boleslaus  I,  20  Zlotych  1925. 

Head  left.  CW-7.  Unc 45.00 

--  --  10  Zlotych  1925.  CW-8. 
Uncircul  at  ed 22.50 

PORTUGAL,  Maria  H,  2,  500  Reis, 

1853.  Bust/Arms.  Abt. Unc 20.00 

--  Peter  V,  1 Milreis  1855. 

V.  Fine 6.00 

--  Louis  I,  10  Milreis  1881.  Rare. 

Ext.  Fine 75.00 

--  --  5 Milreis  1889.  Rare. 

Abt.  Uncirculated 35.00 


PRUSSIA,  Frederick  the  Great, 

Fred  D'Or  1782.  V.  Fine 

--  Wilhelm,  5 Marks  1877. 

C Mint.  V.  Fine 

--  Frederick,  10  Marks  1888. 
Ext.  Fine 


15.00 


15.00 


PRUSSIA,  Wilhelm  II,  20  Marks 

1890.  Ext.  Fine 12.50 

--  --  20  Marks  1902.  Ex. F..  12.50 
ROMANIA,  Carol  I,  20  Lei  1890. 

V.  Fine 15.00 

--  --  50  Lei  1906.  Bust  in  military 
uniform/Emperor  on  horseback. 

CW-4.  V.  Fine 32.50 

--  --  12  1/2  Lei  1906.  Choice 

Ext.  Fine 10.00 

--  20  Lei  1944,  Comm,  return  of 
Transylvania  to  Romania.  Heads  of 
three  Emperors.  Unc 17.50 

RUSSIA,  Alexander  III,  5 Roubles 

1888.  V.  Fine 15.00 

--  Nicholas  II,  7 1/2  Roubles  1897. 

V.  Fine 17.50 

--  --  15  Roubles  1897.  X.F.  . 30.00 
--  --  15  Roubles  1897.  V.F.  25.00 
--  --  5 Roubles  1898.  Ab.Un.  9.00 
--  --  10  Roubles  1899.  Abt. 

Uncirculated.- 17.50 

--  --  5 Roubles  1902.  About 

Uncirculated 9.00 

--  --  10  Roubles  1904.  CW-3. 
Uncirculated 18.50 


MINT  TESTS 

FOR  GOLD  AND  SILVER 

To  determine  whether  a coin  is  gold 
or  silver,  use  the  following  test: 
Scrape  or  clean  a small  spot  as  near 
the  edge  as  possible.  Apply  a drop 
of  the  acid  listed  below  ; if  the  coin 
is  plated,  etc.,  it  will  be  discovered 
immediately.  The  acid  will  have  no 
effect  whatsoever  on  genuine  coins. 

TEST_  FOR_  GOLD 

Strong  Nitric  Acid,  62  1/2  Drachms 
Muriatic  Acid,  1/4  Drachms 

(or  15  Drops) 

Water,  5 Drachms 

TEST_  FOR^  SILVER 

24  Grains  Nitrate  of  Silver 
30  Drops  Nitric  Acid 
1 Ounce  Water. 

Any  druggist  can  prepare  the  above. 

It  should  be  kept  in  a glass -stoppered 
bottle  and  marked  "POISON." 


SAUDI  ARABIA,  Sovereign  1945. 
Struck  at  Phila.  Mint.  CW-14. 

Ext.  Fine 35.00 

--  Guinea  1951.  CW -15. Unc.  18.50 

SCOTLAND^  James  VI,  Sword  and 
Scepter  piece  1602.  X. Fine. ..  35.00 


SERBIA,  Milan  I (Prince),  20  Dinars 


1879.  Scarce.  Ext. Fine 17.50 

--  Milan  I (King),  20  Dinars  1882. 
Abt.  Uncirculated 18.50 


SILESIA,  Chas.  VI.  Ducat  1740. 
Bust/Double  Eagle.  Ex. Fine..  25.00 

SPAIN,  Ferdinand  and  Isabella 
Double  Ducat  (1474-1504).  Crowned 
heads  facing.  Fine-V.Fine. . . 37.50 
--  Charles  and  Johanna  Ducat 
(1516-36).  V.  Fine 17.50 

--  Alfonso  XIII,  20  Pesetas  1892. 
Child's  head  with  curly  hair. 

Rare,  unlisted.  V.  Fine 25.00 

--  --  20  Pesetas  1904.  Military 
bust.  CW-1.  Rare.  Ab.Unc..  37.50 

SWEDEN,  Oscar  II,  20  Kronor 

1889.  Uncirculated 27.50 

--  Gustav  V,  5 Kronor  1920. 

CW-20.  Uncirculated 7.50 

--  Oscar  V,  20  Kronor  1925. 

CW-19.  Uncirculated 37.50 

SWITZERLAND,  20  Francs  1880. 

Head  of  Liberty.  Rare  condition. 

Brilliant  Proof 35.00 

--  20  Francs  1895.  Unc 15.00 

--  20  Francs  1922.  Unc 12.50 

•-  10  Francs  1922.  Unc 7.50 

--  100  Francs  1939.  Comm. 
Shooting  Feast  at  Luzern.  Gem 

Uncirculated 60.00 

SYRIA,  1 Pound  1950.  CW-17. 

Uncirculated 17.50 

--  1/2  Pound  1950.  CW-18. 
Uncirculated 9.00 

TUNIS,  10  Francs  1891.  Date, 
denomination  in  English/Native 

insc.  V.  Fine 10.00 

--  20  Francs  1904.  CW-1. 

Abt.  Uncirculated 12.50 

--  100  Francs  1935.  CW-8. 
Uncirculated 25.00 

VENICE,  Johann  Cornelius  II, 

Ducat  (1709-1722).  V.  Fine..  12.50 
--  Peter  Grimani,  Ducat  (1741- 
1752).  V.  Fine 12.50 

WUERTTEMBERG,  20  Marks 
1905.  CW-162.  Unc 15.00 

YUGOSLAVIA,  Alexander  I,  4 Ducats 
1932.  Busts  of  King  and  Queen. 

CW-2.  Rare.  Br. Proof 75.00 

--  Alexander  I,  Ducat  1933. 

CW-3.  Proof 12.50 

— - m2 

o 

We  pay  top  price  for  choice 
and  rare  Canadian  coins. 

Iff 


7.50 


SILVER  DOLLARS 

AUSTRIA,  5 Corona  1908.  60th 
anniv.  Dav.  35.  Fine $ 2.50 

BAVARIA,  Maximilian  Joseph,  Taler 
1818.  For  New  Constitution. 

Dav.  553.  Abt.  Unc., 5.00 

--  Double  Taler  1839.  King's 
monument.  Dav.  583.  Choice 

Uncirculated 9.00 

--  Double  Wedding  Taler  1842. 
Conjugated  busts.  Dav.  588. 

Abt.  Uncirculated 6.00 

BELGIUM,  Leopold  II,  5 Francs 

1870.  Dav.  53.  Ext.  Fine 3.00 

--  Leopold  III,  50  Francs  1935. 
Centennial  of  Belgian  Railroad. 

Dav.  57.  Uncirculated 6.00 

BOLIVIA,  8 Sueldos  1836.  Bust  of 

Bolivar.  CW-1.  V.  Fine 3.50 

--  8 Sueldos  1840.  Similar.  CW-1 

Ext.  Fine 4.00 

--  8 Sueldos  1845.  Similar.  CW-6. 

Uncirculated 6.00 

BRANDENBURG-  ANSBACH,  Joachim 
Ernst,  Taler  1627.  Three  brothers 
facing.  Fine-V.  Fine 9.00 

BRAZIL,  Peter  II,  2 Milreis  1906. 
Uncirculated 3.00 

BRUNSWICK- NEW  LINE  LUNEBERG, 
Christian  Ludwig,  Broad  Taler 
1654.  Leaping  horse/Arms . 

V.  Fine 7.50 

BRUNSWICK-WOLFENBUTTEL, 

Henry  Julius,  Truth  Taler  1597. 

Eleven  shields  surrounding  Veritas . 

V.  Fine 7.50 

--  Wildman  Taler  1624,  Frederick 
Ulrich.  V.  Fine 7.50 

BRUNSWICK-NEW  WOLFENBUTTEL, 
August,  Bell  Taler  1643.  Armored 
bust/Clapper,  square  stone. 

V.  Fine 12.50 

BRUNSWICK- NEW  LINE 
WOLFENBUTTEL,  Rudolph  August 
and  Anton  Ulrich,  Broad  Taler  1703 . 
Conjugated  busts /War  trophies. 

Choice,  Ext.  Fine 15.00 

BULGARIA,  5 Leva  1885.  Dav.  60 

Fine-  V.  Fine 5.00 

--  5 Leva  1892.  Bust  of  Ferdinand. 

Dav.  61.  V.  Fine. 5.00 

--  5 Leva  1894.  Similar. 

Dav.  61.  V.  Fine 5.00 

CAMBODIA,  2 Ticals  1846.  Native 
issue,  large  pagoda.  V.Fine....  3.50 

CHILE,  One  Peso  1877.  CW-21. 

Ext.  Fine 3.00 

CHINA,  Fung  Tien  Province,  Kwang 
Hsu,  Dollar  1898.  Dragon/Value, 

etc.  Ext.  Fine 7.50 

--  Pei  Yang  Province,  Dollar  1899. 
Dragon/Value . V.  Fine 3.50 


OF  THE  WORLD 

CHINA,  Kwang  Hsu,  Dollar 
(1905).  Dragon/ Value . V.F...  .5.00 
--  Dollar  1911.  Treasury  issue . 

Ext . F ine 4.00 

--  Dollar  1912,  Szechuan  Province. 

V.  Fine 5.00 

--  Sun  Yat  Sen,  Memento  Dollar 

1912.  Bust/Value.  Unc 3.75 

--  Yuan  Shi  Kai,  Dollar  1914. 

Bust/Value . Uncirculated 3.50 

--  Dollar  1932.  Bust  Sun  Yat  Sen/ 
Three  birds  over  native  junk 
(quickly  removed  because  they  look 
like  Jap  planes) . Scarce.  Unc..  10.00 
--  Dollar  1934.  Bust  Sun  Yat  Sen/ 
Similar  but  birds  removed.  CW-23. 
Uncirculated 3.00 

CUBA,  Souvenir  Peso  1897.  Female 

head.  Abt.  Uncirculated 5.00 

--  Peso  1953.  Bust  of  Marti. 

CW-18.  Uncirculated 2.75 

CURACAO,  Wilhelmina,  2 1/2 
Guilders  1944.  Head  of  Queen/Ams. 
Uncirculated 6.00 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA,  20  Korona  1937. 
Bust  of  Masaryk.  Dav. 66.  Abt. 
Uncirculated 3.50 

DANZIG,  Free  State,  5 Gulden  1923. 
Dav.  68.  Ext.  Fine 7.50 

ECUADOR,  Republic,  5 Sucres 
1944.  CW-26 . Ext.  Fine 2.75 

GREAT  BRITAIN,  William  HI, 

Crown  1695.  Ext.  Fine 12.50 

--  Crown  1951.  Festival  issue. 

Brilliant  Proof 2.50 

--  Queen  Elizabeth  II,  Coronation 
Crown  1953.  Unc 1.50 

FRANCE,  2nd  Republic,  5 Francs 
1850.  Concordia/Value . Dav.  93. 
Uncirculated 4.00 

FRANKFURT  (City) , Convention 
Taler  1772.  Eagle  in  ornamental 
shield/Harbor  scene.  Ex. Fine.  .6.00 

GREECE,  Prince  Otto,  5 Drachma! 

1833.  Dav.  115.  V.  Fine 7.50 

--  George  II,  5 Drachmai  1935. 

Dav.  119.  Brill.  Proof 17.50 

HANOVER,  George  V,  Taler  1865. 
For  taking  Frisian  Oath.  Dav.  686. 
Rare.  Proof 15.00 

HOLY  ROMAN  EMPIRE,  Archduke 
Sigismund,  Taler  1486.  Restrike 
of  the  rare  first  dated  dollar  size 

coin . Unc  irculated 6.00 

--  Archduke  Ferdinand,  Taler 
(1564-1595).  Ext.  Fine 6.00 

--  Archduke  Leopold,  Taler  1624. 
Bust  as  Bishop.  V.  Fine 7.50 

--  Joseph  I,  Taler  1710.  Bust 
right.  Ext.  Fine 7.50 


THE  PROTESTING  DIE  CUTTER 

During  the  reign  of  Frederick  The 
Great  of  Prussia  (1740-1786),  the 
countries  of  Prussia  and  Austria 
fought  for  the  leadership  among  the 
nations  of  Central  Europe,  especially 
those  countries  using  the  German 
language . 

Nominally,  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
or  Holy  Roman  Empire's  ruler,  was 
also  the  soveriegn  of  the  kings  of 
Prussia,  but  actually  Prussia  had  be- 
come the  stronger  of  the  two  and  in 
1701  had  made  herself  a kingdom  in 
defiance  of  previous  custom  which 
reserved  the  title  of  "king”  to  the  son 
of  the  Austrian  Emperor. 

As  a consequence,  the  Seven  Years 
Was  was  fought  between  Frederick 
the  Great  and  Empress  Marie  Theresa 
mainly  in  Silesia,  which  both  rulers 
claimed.  The  war  ended  with  Prussia 
getting  most  of  Silesia. 

At  one  time  the  Prussian  soldiers 
occupied  Saxony  and  many  other  sec- 
tions of  Central  Germany  lying  be- 
tween Prussia  and  Austria.  This 
alienated  Frederick  of  Prussia  to  the 
people  of  these  smaller  countries  who 
did  not  like  the  idea  of  Prussian  rule. 

Among  them  was  a man  who  had  be- 
come a die  cutter  in  the  service  of 
Frederick  the  Great.  Prussia,  at  the 
time  of  the  Seven  Years'  War  issued 
large  quantities  of  low-grade  silver 
coins,  since  the  war  had  all  but  eaten 
up  the  country's  economic  resources. 

The  main  coin  was  a One  Taler 
piece  showing  the  head  of  Frederick  II 
on  one  side  and  the  Prussian  eagle  on 
the  other.  Above  the  eagle,  squatting 
on  a cannon  and  trophies  of  war,  is 
the  inscription  in  German,  reading 
ONE  REICHS  THALER,  meaning  "One 
Reich  Taler." 

Our  unknown  moneyer,  as  a protest 
against  the  ever-expanding  power  of 
the  King  of  Prussia,  decided  to  regis- 
ter his  feelings  the  only  way  he  could, 
on  a coin  die.  Altering  the  letters  of 
the  inscription  above  the  eagle  slightly, 
he  produced  the  German  inscription 
reading  ONE  REICH  STAHL  ER, 
meaning  "He  stole  an  Empire." 

Apparently  the  trick  was  quickly 
discovered  because  only  a handful  of 
the  Talers  with  this  inscription  are 
known  to  exist.  It  is  practically 
impossible  to  obtain  nowadays;  but 
should  you  happen  to  find  one  acci- 
dentally, be  assured  it  is  a very 
valuable  coin  and  a mute  testimony 
to  one  unknown  man’s  courage  in  the 
face  of  overwhelming  odds  - - almost 
two  hundred  years  ago. 

--Hans  Holzer 


